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druidcraft the magic of wicca druidry

Druidcraft is a profound spiritual practice that intertwines the ancient traditions of Druidry and Wicca,
creating a rich tapestry of magic, ritual, and reverence for nature. This spiritual path emphasizes
harmony with the natural world, the wisdom of ancient cultures, and the transformative power of
rituals and ceremonies. Whether you're a seasoned practitioner or a curious newcomer,
understanding the essence of Druidcraft offers a gateway into a mystical realm rooted in respect,
balance, and spiritual growth.

Understanding Druidcraft: A Fusion of Druidry and Wicca

What Is Druidcraft?

Druidcraft is a modern spiritual practice that combines elements of Druidry?a spiritual path rooted in
the ancient Celtic Druids?and Wicca, the contemporary witchcraft tradition founded in the mid-20th
century. It seeks to honor the natural cycles of the Earth, the divine within all living things, and the
mystical energies that flow through the universe.

This practice is characterized by:

- Deep respect for nature and its cycles

- Rituals aligned with lunar and solar phases

- Connection to ancient Celtic mythology and symbolism

- Emphasis on personal spiritual experience and intuition

- Use of ritual tools, spells, and ceremonies to manifest intent

The Origins of Druidcraft
Druidcraft as a modern spiritual practice was popularized by authors and spiritual teachers who

sought to revive and adapt ancient Celtic traditions into contemporary practice. It draws heavily on:

- Archaeological and historical research on Celtic spiritual practices
- The spiritual philosophies of modern Druidry and Wicca
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- Personal experiential practices that emphasize harmony with nature

This fusion creates a holistic approach, blending the mysticism of Druidry with the ritualistic and
magical elements of Wicca.

The Core Principles of Druidcraft
Druidcraft centers around several key principles that guide practitioners on their spiritual journey:
1. Reverence for Nature

Nature is viewed as sacred and alive, with the Divine manifesting through the Earth, animals, plants,
and celestial bodies. Practitioners strive to live in harmony with nature's rhythms.

2. Cycle of the Seasons

Celebrating the Wheel of the Year?ancient festivals that mark solstices, equinoxes, and seasonal
transitions?is fundamental. These festivals connect practitioners to the Earth's natural cycles.

3. Connection with the Divine

The divine is seen as immanent within all aspects of nature and within oneself. Personal spiritual
experience and intuition are valued highly.

4. Wisdom and Knowledge

Studying mythology, symbolism, and history enriches spiritual understanding. Wisdom is gained
through both scholarly study and experiential practice.

5. Ritual and Magic

Ceremonies and spells are tools for transformation, healing, and manifesting intentions, often
performed in harmony with natural energies.

Practices and Rituals in Druidcraft

Engaging with Druidcraft involves various practices that deepen the connection to the natural world
and the divine.

1. Celebrating the Wheel of the Year
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The eight Sabbats are central to Druidcraft:

- Yule (Winter Solstice): Celebrating rebirth and the return of light
- Imbolc: Heralding the first signs of spring

- Ostara: Spring equinox and new beginnings

- Beltane: Fertility and fire festival

- Litha (Summer Solstice): Midsummer celebration

- Lughnasadh (Lammas): First harvest festival

- Mabon: Autumn equinox and gratitude

- Samhain: The Celtic New Year and honoring ancestors

Practitioners often hold ceremonies, feasts, and rituals during these festivals.
2. Nature-Based Rituals
Practitioners connect with specific natural elements:

- Water: For cleansing and emotional work

- Fire: For transformation and passion

- Earth: For grounding and stability

- Air: For inspiration and communication
Rituals may involve meditation, offerings, and visualization aligned with these elements.
3. Use of Ritual Tools
Common tools include:

- Athame (ritual dagger): Symbol of power and direction

- Wand: Focuses energy

- Cauldron: Represents transformation

- Altar: Sacred space for offerings and rituals

- Crystals and herbs: For spellwork and energy enhancement

4. Spellwork and Magic

Magic in Druidcraft is about aligning with natural energies to manifest intentions. This includes:



the path of druidry walking the ancient green way PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 2

- Crafting talismans

- Performing candle magic

- Working with lunar phases

- Creating herbal remedies and charms

The Role of Mythology and Symbols in Druidcraft
Mythology as a Spiritual Map
Mythology plays a vital role in Druidcraft, offering stories and archetypes that symbolize universal

truths. Celtic myths, in particular, provide rich narratives about gods, heroes, and spirits that
practitioners incorporate into their rituals.

Symbols and Their Meanings

Symbols serve as tools for focus and connection:

- Triskele: Represents cycles, progress, and motion

- Tree of Life: Connection between the heavens, earth, and underworld

- Spirals: Growth, development, and spiritual evolution

- Animals: Totems representing qualities like wisdom (owl), strength (bear), and transformation
(snake)

The Benefits of Practicing Druidcraft

Practicing Druidcraft offers numerous spiritual, mental, and physical benefits:

- Deepens connection with nature and the environment

- Enhances intuitive and psychic abilities

- Promotes emotional healing and balance

- Encourages mindfulness and present-moment awareness
- Fosters a sense of community and shared spiritual values
- Provides tools for manifestation and personal growth

Getting Started with Druidcraft
For those interested in exploring Druidcraft, here are steps to begin:

1. Study and Learn
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- Read books and resources on Druidry and Wicca
- Explore Celtic mythology and symbolism
- Attend workshops or join online communities

2. Connect with Nature
- Spend time outdoors observing natural patterns
- Keep a nature journal
- Practice meditation in natural settings
3. Observe the Wheel of the Year
- Celebrate seasonal festivals
- Incorporate rituals into your routine
- Use lunar phases for spellwork
4. Create a Sacred Space
- Set up an altar with meaningful symbols and tools
- Dedicate a quiet area for meditation and rituals
5. Practice Rituals and Spellwork
- Start with simple ceremonies

- Use visualization and intention
- Respect the natural energies and ethics

Ethics and Philosophy in Druidcraft

Druidcraft emphasizes ethical living and respect for all beings. Key principles include:

- Harming none: Practice with integrity and kindness

- Respect for free will: Allow others to choose their paths
- Environmental stewardship: Protect and honor the Earth
- Personal responsibility: Own your spiritual growth and actions

Vol. 2023, Issue 2
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Conclusion: Embracing the Magic of Druidcraft

Druidcraft, the magic of Wicca and Druidry, offers a holistic approach to spirituality rooted in
reverence for nature, myth, and personal experience. It encourages practitioners to live
harmoniously with the Earth?s cycles, harness natural energies, and seek wisdom through ritual and
reflection. Whether you are drawn to the mystical stories of ancient Celts or the empowering rituals
of Wicca, Druidcraft provides a meaningful pathway to connect deeply with the divine and the
natural world, fostering growth, healing, and spiritual fulfillment.

Embark on your journey with respect, curiosity, and an open heart, and discover the timeless magic
that lies within and around you.

Druidcraft: The Magic of Wicca Druidry is a captivating exploration into a spiritual path that
harmoniously blends the mystical traditions of Wicca with the ancient reverence of Druidry. Rooted
in nature-based spirituality, Druidcraft offers practitioners a profound connection to the natural world,
the cycles of the seasons, and the divine energies that permeate all living things. This
comprehensive overview aims to delve into the core aspects of Druidcraft, examining its history,
practices, philosophies, and how it serves as a meaningful path for spiritual seekers today.

Understanding Druidcraft: An Introduction

Druidcratft is often described as a spiritual practice that combines elements of Druidry and Wicca,
emphasizing the sacredness of nature, the importance of ritual, and a deep respect for the Earth. It
is a modern adaptation inspired by ancient Celtic traditions, reimagined through contemporary
magical and spiritual practices.

This path does not claim to be a direct continuation of ancient Druidic practices but rather an
inspired reconstruction that honors the spirit and symbolism of those traditions. It appeals to
individuals seeking a nature-centric spirituality that is flexible, inclusive, and deeply personal.

Key Features of Druidcraft:

- Focus on the natural world and seasonal cycles

- Use of ritual, meditation, and ceremony

- Reverence for deities associated with nature

- Emphasis on personal experience and intuition

- Integration of magical practices with spiritual growth

Historical Roots and Evolution
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Origins of Druidry and Wicca

Druidry, as a spiritual practice, draws inspiration from the ancient Celtic priests known as Druids.
While much of what is popularly associated with Druids is a modern reconstruction, the current Druid
movement gained momentum in the 18th and 19th centuries, influenced by Romanticism and
renewed interest in Celtic culture.

Wicca, founded in the mid-20th century by Gerald Gardner and others, is a modern pagan religion
that emphasizes ritual magic, deity worship, and seasonal celebrations. It is characterized by its
coven-based structure, initiations, and a pantheon of gods and goddesses.

The Emergence of Druidcraft

Druidcraft emerged as a synthesis of these two traditions, notably through the works of authors like
Philip Carr-Gomm and Nicholas R. Paul, who sought to create a spiritual path that honors the
wisdom of both. The movement emphasizes a harmonious relationship with nature and the divine,
blending Druidic reverence for the land with Wiccan magical practices.

This hybrid approach allows practitioners to explore a rich tapestry of rituals, symbolism, and
spiritual insights, tailored to individual needs and beliefs.

Core Beliefs and Philosophy

Druidcraft centers around a few foundational principles that guide practitioners in their spiritual
journey:

- Reverence for Nature: Recognizing the Earth as sacred and integral to spiritual life.

- Seasonal Cycles: Honoring the Wheel of the Year and its festivals such as Imbolc, Beltane,
Lughnasadh, and Samhain.

- Divinity in All Things: Believing that the divine manifests within nature, humans, and the cosmos.

- Personal Experience: Valuing intuition, personal revelation, and direct communion with the
divine.

- Balance and Harmony: Striving for harmony between oneself, the community, and the
environment.

Philosophical Outlook:
Practitioners view the universe as interconnected, alive, and imbued with sacred energy. The path

encourages respect, gratitude, and active stewardship of the Earth, fostering a sense of
responsibility and reverence.
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Practices and Rituals in Druidcraft
Seasonal Celebrations

Druidcraft practitioners observe the Wheel of the Year, celebrating seasonal festivals that mark the
cycles of nature:

- Imbolc: Celebrating the first signs of spring and rebirth

- Beltane: Honoring fertility and the arrival of summer

- Lughnasadh: The harvest festival, giving thanks for abundance

- Samhain: The Celtic New Year, a time to honor ancestors and reflect on mortality

These festivals involve offerings, storytelling, meditation, and rituals designed to attune practitioners
to the natural rhythms.

Ritual Practices

Rituals in Druidcraft often incorporate:

- Altars: Decorated with symbols of nature, such as stones, herbs, and images of deities
- Tools: Such as athames, wands, cauldrons, and crystals

- Meditation and Visualization: To connect with spirits, guides, or deities

- Magical Works: Spells, charms, and energy work aligned with intentions

- Nature Walks: Sacred time spent outdoors to attune to the land?s energy

Deity Worship and Spirit Work
While not all practitioners focus on deity worship, many honor gods and goddesses associated with

nature, such as Brigid, Cernunnos, or Gaia. Spirit work might involve communicating with ancestors,
land spirits, or elemental beings.

Tools and Symbols of Druidcraft

Druidcraft employs a variety of symbols and tools that serve as focal points for ritual work:

- The Green Man: A symbol of nature?s vitality
- The Oak Tree: Sacred in Celtic tradition
- Staves and Wands: Representing the power of will and connection
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- Crystals and Stones: For grounding and energy work
- Natural Elements: Water, fire, air, and earth used in rituals

These tools and symbols deepen the practitioner's connection to the spiritual energies they seek to
work with.

Advantages and Challenges of Practicing Druidcraft

Pros:

- Deeply rooted in nature, fostering a strong environmental ethic

- Flexible and adaptable, allowing for personalized practice

- Encourages spiritual growth through direct experience

- Rich symbolism and rituals provide meaningful connection

- Suitable for those interested in ecological activism and spirituality

Cons:

- Lacks a centralized authority or dogma, which may be challenging for some beginners seeking
clear guidance

- Can be perceived as eclectic or non-traditional, leading to misunderstandings

- Requires dedication to understanding seasonal cycles and practices

- Some may find the lack of formal structure less appealing

Resources and Community

Practitioners interested in Druidcraft can explore numerous resources:

- Books: Works by Philip Carr-Gomm, Emma Restall Orr, and others offer in-depth guidance.

- Online Communities: Forums, social media groups, and websites dedicated to Druidcraft and
modern paganism.

- Local Groups: Covens, groves, and nature-based spiritual communities often host workshops
and rituals.

- Workshops and Retreats: Opportunities to deepen practice and connect with like-minded
individuals.

Engagement with a community can enrich understanding and provide support as one navigates the
spiritual path.
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Final Thoughts: Is Druidcraft Right for You?

Druidcraft offers a beautiful, earth-centered spiritual path that emphasizes harmony, reverence, and
personal connection. Its blend of ritual magic, seasonal observance, and nature worship makes it
particularly appealing to those who feel a deep affinity with the natural world and wish to incorporate
that connection into their spiritual practice.

While it requires commitment and an open heart, Druidcraft?s flexibility allows practitioners to shape
their journey according to their beliefs and experiences. Whether you are a seasoned pagan or a
newcomer seeking a meaningful relationship with nature, Druidcraft holds the potential to be a
transformative and inspiring spiritual practice.

In summary:

- It fosters a profound connection to the Earth and its cycles

- Offers a flexible, inclusive approach to spirituality

- Encourages personal growth through ritual and nature immersion
- Celebrates the divine in all aspects of life

Embarking on the path of Druidcraft can open a doorway to understanding the sacredness of the
world around us and our place within it, making it a compelling choice for those seeking a spiritual
practice rooted in nature?s enduring wisdom.

QuestionAnswer What is Druidcraft and how does it relate to Wicca and Druidry? Druidcraft is a
spiritual practice that combines elements of Wicca and Druidry, focusing on nature reverence, ritual
magic, and honoring the cycles of the seasons. It seeks to connect practitioners with both the
natural world and ancient spiritual traditions. What are the core principles of Druidcraft in modern
practice? Core principles of Druidcraft include reverence for nature, honoring the land and its spirits,
seasonal celebrations, personal spiritual growth, and the integration of magical practices with
ecological awareness. How does Druidcraft incorporate the magic of nature and the seasons?
Druidcraft emphasizes working with the energies of the natural world, such as solstices, equinoxes,
and lunar phases, through rituals, meditation, and offerings to harness nature's power and align with
its rhythms. Can beginners practice Druidcraft, and what resources are recommended? Yes,
beginners can practice Druidcraft. Recommended resources include books like 'Druidry & Witchcraft'
by Philip and Stephanie Carr-Gomm, online communities, and local circles or workshops to learn
from experienced practitioners. What tools and symbols are commonly used in Druidcraft rituals?
Common tools include the athame, wand, cauldron, and crystals. Symbols such as trees, the sun,
moon, and pentacles are often used to represent natural elements and spiritual energies. How does
Druidcraft differ from traditional Druidry or Wicca? Druidcraft blends practices from both traditions,
emphasizing a personal, nature-based spirituality that incorporates Druidic reverence for the land
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with Wiccan rituals of magic and goddess worship, creating a more eclectic approach. What are
some common rituals and celebrations in Druidcraft? Common rituals include solstice and equinox
celebrations, full moon ceremonies, and seasonal rites that honor nature spirits, ancestors, and the
earth's cycles. Is Druidcraft suitable for environmental activism and eco-spirituality? Absolutely.
Druidcraft's focus on nature reverence and ecological harmony makes it highly compatible with
environmental activism and eco-spiritual practices. How can one integrate Druidcraft into daily life?
Practitioners can incorporate Druidcraft through daily gratitude practices, mindful observation of
nature, seasonal rituals, and living in harmony with the land and its cycles.

Related keywords: druidry, wicca, magic, rituals, nature spirituality, witchcraft, earth magic,
paganism, ceremonial magic, divination

the druid renaissance

the druid renaissance marks a fascinating revival of interest in ancient Celtic spirituality,
nature-based traditions, and the mystical practices associated with the Druids. Once regarded
primarily as myth or folklore, Druids are now experiencing a resurgence in contemporary culture,
spirituality, and environmental movements. This renaissance is driven by a desire to reconnect with
nature, explore ancestral wisdom, and seek alternative spiritual paths outside mainstream religions.
As society increasingly emphasizes sustainability, mindfulness, and holistic living, the figure of the
Druid has re-emerged as a symbol of harmony with the natural world and spiritual insight. In this
article, we will explore the origins of the Druid renaissance, its modern manifestations, and the
enduring significance of Druidry in the 21st century.

Origins and Historical Context of the Druid Renaissance
The Historical Druids: Myth and Reality

Historically, the Druids were a class of priests, scholars, and spiritual leaders in ancient Celtic
societies across Britain, Ireland, Gaul, and beyond. They played roles in religious ceremonies, legal
arbitration, education, and maintaining oral traditions. Our understanding of their practices largely
comes from classical texts by Greeks and Romans, which often romanticized or misunderstood
them. For centuries, Druid practices were suppressed or vanished due to Christianization and
cultural shifts, leaving behind only fragments and legends.

The Decline and Suppression of Druidry

During the medieval period, Druidry was marginalized and often demonized, seen as pagan and
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heretical by Christian authorities. The destruction of Druid sites, suppression of pagan festivals, and
the lack of written records contributed to the decline of authentic Druidic traditions. However, this
period also sparked a desire among some to preserve and reconstruct ancient practices, laying the
groundwork for modern revival movements.

The Birth of Modern Druidry

The 18th and 19th centuries saw a burgeoning interest in Celtic history and mythology, fueled by
romanticism and archaeological discoveries. Writers like William Stukeley and John Aubrey studied
ancient sites like Stonehenge and Avebury, considering them sacred. In the 20th century,
organizations such as the Ancient Druid Order and the Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids (OBOD)
formalized Druidry as a spiritual path, blending historical inspiration with contemporary spiritual
philosophies. This marked the beginning of what we now call the modern Druid renaissance.

The Modern Druid Renaissance: Key Drivers and Influences
Environmental and Ecological Movements

One of the most significant drivers of the Druid renaissance is the rise of environmental
consciousness. Many modern Druids see their practices as a way to honor and protect the Earth,
emphasizing sustainability, conservation, and reverence for nature. Druidry's core principles often
include ecological activism and environmental stewardship, aligning well with contemporary
ecological movements.

Spirituality Beyond Organized Religion

In an era where many seek spiritual fulfillment outside traditional religious institutions, Druidry
appeals as a nature-based, personalized spiritual path. It offers a flexible framewaork for spiritual
exploration, focusing on connection, mindfulness, and reverence for the natural world, rather than
dogma or hierarchical structures.

Revival of Celtic and Pagan Heritage

Interest in Celtic mythology, folklore, and pagan traditions has fueled a cultural renaissance that
includes Druidry. Festivals, storytelling, and scholarly research aim to recover and celebrate ancient
heritage, making Druidry appealing to those seeking a sense of cultural identity and spiritual
continuity.

Popular Media and Cultural Representation

Books, movies, and media featuring Druids and Celtic themes have popularized the image of the
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Druid in mainstream culture. Works like Arthurian legends, fantasy novels, and documentaries have
inspired many to explore Druidry as a spiritual and cultural practice.

Practices and Beliefs in Modern Druidry
Core Principles of Druid Practice

Modern Druidry encompasses a range of practices, but some common elements include:

- Reverence for Nature: Celebrating the cycles of the seasons, solstices, equinoxes, and lunar
phases.

- Ritual and Ceremony: Conducting rituals to honor the Earth, deities, ancestors, and natural
spirits.

- Respect for Ancestors and Heritage: Honoring lineage, traditions, and cultural stories.

- Personal Spirituality: Emphasizing individual connection and experiential practice.

- Environmental Stewardship: Advocating for ecological sustainability and activism.

Common Rituals and Celebrations

Druids observe seasonal festivals such as:

- Yule (Winter Solstice): Celebrating the rebirth of the Sun.

- Imbolc (Candlemas): Welcoming the first signs of spring.

- Ostara (Spring Equinox): Balancing day and night, celebrating renewal.

- Beltane (May Day): Marking fertility and abundance.

- Litha (Summer Solstice): Celebrating the longest day of the year.

- Lammas (Lughnasadh): Honoring harvest and gratitude.

- Mabon (Autumn Equinox): Giving thanks and preparing for winter.

- Samhain (Halloween): Honoring ancestors and the cycle of life and death.

Tools and Symbols

Druid practices often involve specific tools and symbols, such as:
- Staff or Wand: For directing energy and ritual focus.
- Cauldron: Symbol of transformation and spirit.

- Altar: Sacred space for offerings and meditation.
- Symbols: Trees (oak, ash), the Triskelion, and the Celtic knot.
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Contemporary Druid Organizations and Communities
Major Druid Orders
Several organizations serve as hubs for Druid practitioners worldwide, including:
- Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids (OBOD): One of the largest and most well-known,
offering teachings online and in person.
- Ancient Order of Druids (AOD): Focused on traditional rites and ceremonies.
- British Druid Order (BDO): Emphasizes historical and cultural aspects of Druidry.
Local and Online Communities
Beyond formal organizations, many local groups and online forums provide spaces for learning,

ritual, and community-building. Social media platforms, webinars, and retreats foster connections
among practitioners worldwide.

The Significance of the Druid Renaissance Today

Environmental Advocacy

Modern Druids are often at the forefront of ecological activism, organizing tree plantings, clean-ups,
and environmental awareness campaigns. Their spiritual perspective emphasizes living in harmony
with the Earth, making Druidry a meaningful pathway for ecological engagement.

Cultural Revival and Preservation

The renaissance also contributes to the preservation and celebration of Celtic heritage, folklore, and
linguistic traditions, fostering cultural pride and identity.

Spiritual Diversity and Personal Growth

Druidry offers a flexible spiritual path that appeals to diverse individuals seeking connection,
purpose, and mindfulness outside traditional religious frameworks.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the renaissance has gained momentum, it faces challenges, including:
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- Accurate historical reconstruction vs. modern invention
- Commercialization of spiritual practices
- Balancing authenticity with personal adaptation

The Future of the Druid Renaissance

As ecological concerns deepen and interest in alternative spirituality grows, the Druid renaissance is
poised to expand further. Efforts to educate, preserve cultural heritage, and promote environmental
stewardship will likely remain central themes. The movement's inclusive and adaptable nature
allows it to resonate with new generations seeking meaningful ways to connect with nature and their
ancestors.

Conclusion

The Druid renaissance is a vibrant and evolving movement that bridges ancient traditions with
contemporary values. Rooted in reverence for nature, cultural heritage, and personal spirituality, it
offers a compelling path for those seeking harmony, wisdom, and ecological stewardship in the
modern world. As more individuals explore Druidry, the movement continues to grow, fostering a
renewed appreciation for the sacredness of the natural world and the enduring legacy of the ancient
Druids. Whether through rituals, community, or environmental activism, the Druid renaissance
exemplifies a profound reconnection with nature and the timeless pursuit of spiritual understanding.

The Druid Renaissance: A Deep Dive into Modern Druidry's Revival and Evolution

The concept of the Druid Renaissance encapsulates the remarkable resurgence and transformation
of Druidry in contemporary times. Once perceived as an archaic and mystical fringe, modern Druidry
now stands as a vibrant spiritual movement rooted in ancient traditions yet dynamically adapting to
the 21st century. This renaissance is characterized by renewed interest among diverse
communities, scholarly engagement, ecological activism, and a reimagining of spiritual practices
aligned with contemporary values. In this comprehensive exploration, we will delve into the origins,
core principles, cultural influences, practices, societal impact, and future prospects of the Druid
Renaissance.

The Historical Roots of Druidry and Its Decline
Ancient Origins and Cultural Significance
- Druidry traces back to the ancient Celtic peoples of Western Europe, particularly in regions now

known as Britain, Ireland, Gaul, and parts of Central Europe.
- Druids served as priests, scholars, judges, and advisors, holding a central role in spiritual and
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societal life.
- Their practices included oral transmission of knowledge, rituals tied to natural cycles, and
reverence for the land and ancestors.

Decline and Suppression

- With the Roman conquest and later Christianization of Celtic regions, Druidic practices faced
suppression.

- The destruction of Druidic sites, writings, and knowledge led to a significant decline.

- For centuries, Druidry existed mostly as folklore or romanticized tradition, surviving in secret or
oral form.

The Modern Druid Revival: Origins and Catalysts

19th and 20th Century Revival Movements

- The Romantic movement in the 19th century rekindled interest in Celtic history and mythology.

- Pioneers like lolo Morganwg (Edward Williams) in Wales, who created and popularized Bardic
traditions, played complex roles?blending genuine tradition with romanticized or fabricated
elements.

- The 20th century saw the emergence of neo-Druid organizations, such as the Ancient Order of
Druids (1909) and the Odinic Rite.

The Influence of Occult and Esoteric Movements

- Occult societies and esoteric groups incorporated Druid-inspired symbolism and practices.
- Figures like Margaret Murray popularized ideas about ancient mystery religions, although some
claims remain debated.

Counterculture and New Spiritualities

- The 1960s and 1970s counterculture movements embraced pagan and nature-based
spirituality.

- The rise of Wicca and other neopagan paths created fertile ground for Druidry?s resurgence,
emphasizing ecological consciousness, ritual, and personal spirituality.

- Organizations like the Church of the Eternal Source and the Order of Bards, Ovates, and Druids
(OBOD), founded in 1964 and 1978 respectively, became key institutions.
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Core Principles and Ethos of Modern Druidry

Reverence for Nature and the Land

- Central to Druidry is a deep respect and reverence for nature, recognizing the sacredness of the
Earth.

- Practitioners often celebrate solstices, equinoxes, and lunar cycles through rituals and festivals.

Spiritual Connection to Ancestors and Heritage

- Honoring ancestors and understanding cultural roots form an integral part of Druid practice.
- This connection fosters a sense of continuity and identity.

Ethical Framework and Stewardship

- Many Druids emphasize environmental responsibility, sustainability, and ecological activism.
- Ethical principles often draw from ancient Celtic values and modern ecological awareness.

Personal Spirituality and Flexibility

- Modern Druidry is highly individualistic; practitioners create personalized spiritual paths.
- It often combines ritual, meditation, storytelling, and connection with natural sites.

Practices and Rituals in Contemporary Druidry

Festivals and Seasonal Celebrations

- The eight festivals, known as the Wheel of the Year, are widely celebrated:
- Samhain (October 31 ? November 1)

- Yule (Winter Solstice)

- Imbolc (February 172)

- Ostara (Spring Equinox)

- Beltane (April 30 ? May 1)

- Litha (Summer Solstice)

- Lammas or Lughnasadh (August 1)

- Mabon (Autumn Equinox)
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- Rituals typically include offerings, storytelling, music, and symbolic acts aligned with solar and
lunar cycles.

Ritual Tools and Symbols

- Common tools include the staff, athame (ritual dagger), cauldron, and chalice.

- Symbols such as the triskele, spiral, and tree of life are prevalent.

- Sacred sites like ancient stone circles and groves are often used for ceremonies.
Personal Practice and Meditation

- Many Druids incorporate meditation, visualization, and energy work.

- Nature walks and outdoor ceremonies deepen their connection to the land.
Community Gatherings and Festivals

- Local groves, festivals, and retreats promote communal practice and shared learning.

- These gatherings foster a sense of belonging and collective spirituality.

The Role of Literature and Media in the Druid Renaissance

Key Texts and Resources

- Classic writings include works by Iolo Morganwg, Geoffrey Ashe, and modern authors like Diana
Paxson and Isaac Bonewits.

- Contemporary books focus on practical Druidry, mythology, and ecological spirituality.
Digital Platforms and Online Communities

- Websites, forums, podcasts, and social media facilitate global connection.

- Virtual rituals and online courses have expanded reach and accessibility.

Media Representations and Popular Culture

- Films, documentaries, and fiction have popularized Druid imagery and themes.
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- While sometimes romanticized or inaccurate, these representations spark curiosity and interest.

The Ecological and Social Impact of the Druid Renaissance
Environmental Activism

- Druidry?s emphasis on reverence for nature has inspired ecological initiatives.

- Many practitioners participate in conservation efforts, tree planting, and climate activism.
Educational and Cultural Revitalization

- Druid organizations often engage in cultural preservation, archaeology, and education.

- They work to recover and honor Celtic heritage and language.
Spiritual Inclusivity and Diversity

- Modern Druidry increasingly embraces inclusivity, welcoming people of all backgrounds.

- It often emphasizes social justice, anti-oppression, and interfaith dialogue.
Challenges and Criticisms

- Authenticity debates persist regarding historical accuracy versus contemporary innovation.

- Commercialization and commercialization concerns sometimes arise.

- The movement continually navigates balancing tradition with adaptation.

The Future of the Druid Renaissance
Innovations and Emerging Trends
- Integration with environmental activism and social movements.
- Emphasis on intersectionality and cultural sensitivity.

- Development of more inclusive and accessible practices.

Globalization and Cultural Exchange
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- Cross-cultural influences enrich Druidry, blending practices from different indigenous traditions.
- International festivals and online networks foster diversity.

Potential Growth and Challenges

- As awareness of ecological crises grows, Druidry?s emphasis on earth stewardship may
expand.

- Maintaining authenticity and respecting cultural origins will be ongoing concerns.

- The movement?s adaptability positions it well for continued relevance.

Conclusion: Embracing the Druid Renaissance

The Druid Renaissance signifies more than a revival of ancient practices; it embodies a dynamic,
evolving spiritual movement that seeks harmony with nature, cultural heritage, and personal growth.
Rooted in respect for the land and ancestral wisdom, modern Druids are forging a path that bridges
past and present, tradition and innovation. As ecological and social challenges intensify, the
relevance of Druidry?s core principles becomes increasingly vital, offering a spiritual framework
grounded in reverence, stewardship, and community.

Whether through ritual, activism, or personal practice, the Druid Renaissance continues to
flourish?inviting individuals worldwide to reconnect with the natural world and their deeper selves. Its
future promises ongoing innovation, inclusivity, and resilience, ensuring that the ancient wisdom of
the Druids remains a vital part of contemporary spiritual landscapes.

QuestionAnswer What is the Druid Renaissance and when did it begin? The Druid Renaissance
refers to a modern revival of Druidry, a spiritual movement inspired by ancient Celtic traditions. It
began in the late 20th century, gaining momentum in the 1990s and continuing into the 21st century
as more people seek nature-based spirituality. What are the core principles of the modern Druid
Renaissance? Core principles include reverence for nature, honoring the cycles of the seasons,
spiritual connection to the land, personal growth, and the practice of rituals that celebrate natural
phenomena and Celtic heritage. How has technology influenced the Druid Renaissance?
Technology has facilitated the spread of Druidry through online communities, social media, and
digital resources, making teachings and rituals accessible worldwide. Virtual gatherings and
webinars have also expanded participation and awareness. Are there any prominent figures or
organizations leading the Druid Renaissance? Yes, organizations like the Order of Bards, Ovates
and Druids (OBOD) and the British Druid Order are influential. Key figures include Isaac Bonewits
and Ross Nichols, who have contributed to the revival's philosophies and practices. What role does
environmental activism play in the Druid Renaissance? Environmental activism is central to modern
Druidry, with practitioners often engaging in conservation efforts, eco-rituals, and advocating for the
protection of sacred natural sites, reflecting the movement?s deep respect for nature. How does the
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Druid Renaissance influence contemporary spirituality and pagan practices? It has contributed to a
broader acceptance and integration of pagan spirituality into mainstream culture, encouraging
personalized spiritual paths, community-building, and a renewed appreciation for ancient traditions
adapted to modern life. What are common rituals and practices associated with the Druid
Renaissance? Common practices include seasonal celebrations like solstices and equinoxes,
meditation, nature walks, sacred gatherings in natural settings, and the use of symbols such as
trees, stones, and fire to connect with natural energies.

Related keywords: druid revival, pagan spirituality, ancient traditions, sacred groves, druidry

practices, modern paganism, nature worship, Celtic spirituality, spiritual awakening, neopagan
movement
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Pagan portals the crane bag a druid s guide to ri

Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to RI

In the expansive realm of modern paganism and Druidry, understanding the rich tapestry of
symbols, tools, and traditions is essential for practitioners seeking deeper spiritual connection.
Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to RI stands out as a comprehensive resource
that unpacks the significance of the Crane Bag?a sacred object rooted in Celtic tradition?and its
connection to the land, spirit, and personal power. This guide aims to illuminate the meaning behind
the Crane Bag, its role within Druidry, and how contemporary practitioners can incorporate its
teachings into their spiritual practice.

Understanding the Pagan Portals Series and the Significance of the
Crane Bag

What is the Pagan Portals Series?

The Pagan Portals series is a collection of accessible, insightful books aimed at modern pagans,
Wiccans, Druids, and spiritual seekers. Each volume delves into a specific topic, offering historical
context, practical advice, and spiritual wisdom. The series aims to bridge ancient traditions with

contemporary practice, making esoteric knowledge approachable for all.

Introduction to the Crane Bag
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The Crane Bag is an ancient symbol originating from Celtic and Irish spiritual traditions. It is a small,
often elaborately decorated pouch or container, believed to contain sacred or powerful items that
connect the practitioner to the land, ancestors, and divine forces. In Druidry, the Crane Bag serves
as a spiritual tool representing the land?s sacredness, personal power, and the integration of
spiritual and earthly realms.

The book Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to Rl explores the significance of this
artifact, emphasizing its role in modern practice and how it can be a conduit for spiritual growth.

The Origins and Historical Context of the Crane Bag
Ancient Celtic and Irish Traditions

The Crane Bag has its roots in ancient Celtic mythology, particularly within Irish tradition. It is
believed to have been a sacred vessel containing symbols, tokens, or items that embodied the
land?s spiritual essence. The name ?Crane Bag? is thought to derive from the Irish word ?caca,?
meaning a container or pouch, and the crane?a bird symbolizing wisdom and the bridge between
worlds.

Historically, the Crane Bag was associated with the Fenian Cycle of Irish mythology, where it was
seen as a mystical object. It symbolized the sacred relationship between humans and nature,
serving as a link between the physical and spiritual worlds.

Symbolism and Significance

The key themes associated with the Crane Bag include:

- Protection: It was believed to safeguard spiritual knowledge and personal power.

- Connection: Acts as a vessel connecting practitioners to their land, ancestors, and deities.
- Wisdom: Contains tokens or symbols representing wisdom, guidance, and insight.

- Transformation: Facilitates spiritual growth and personal transformation through ritual use.

The Role of the Crane Bag in Modern Druidry
Reclaiming Ancient Traditions

In contemporary practice, Druids and pagan practitioners seek to reconnect with their ancestral
roots. The Crane Bag becomes a powerful symbol for this reclamation, serving as a tangible link to
Celtic heritage. Modern Druids often craft their own Crane Bags, embedding personal symbols,
tokens, and items that resonate with their spiritual path.
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Using the Crane Bag as a Spiritual Tool

The Crane Bag can be incorporated into rituals, meditations, and ceremonies. Its uses include:

- Focus and Intent: As a physical object, it helps focus spiritual intent during rituals.

- Container for Tokens: Holding symbols, stones, or items representing personal or land-based
power.

- Land Connection: Serving as a reminder of sacred land and its spirits, fostering a deeper
relationship with place.

- Personal Power Object: Acting as a talisman that holds personal spiritual significance.

Crafting Your Own Crane Bag

Creating a personal Crane Bag involves both physical craft and spiritual intention. Steps include:

- Select a Bag: Choose a suitable pouch or container?natural fabrics or leather are traditional
choices.

- Design and Decorate: Embellish with symbols, runes, or artwork that reflect your connection to
land and spirit.

- Fill with Tokens: Add items such as stones, feathers, herbs, or written intentions.

- Consecrate and Charge: Perform a ritual to bless and empower the bag for spiritual use.

The Symbolic Items Inside the Crane Bag
Common Items and Their Meanings
Practitioners often include specific objects that carry personal or cultural significance:
- Stones and Crystals: Representing earth energies, stability, or specific deities.
- Feathers: Symbols of air, spirit, and connection to higher realms.
- Herbs and Plants: Such as sage, mugwort, or oak leaves for cleansing, wisdom, and strength.
- Tokens or Talismans: Personal objects that embody specific intentions or connections.
- Written Intentions: Small scrolls or notes inscribed with affirmations or prayers.

Personalizing Your Crane Bag

The items selected should resonate personally, embodying your spiritual goals and land connection.
Consider including:
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- Symbols from your cultural heritage
- Iltems representing elements (earth, air, fire, water)
- Artifacts linked to specific deities or spirits you work with

Practicing with the Crane Bag: Rituals and Daily Use
Incorporating the Crane Bag into Rituals
The Crane Bag can be used in various rituals:
- Opening Ritual: Placing the bag on your altar and invoking land spirits or ancestors.
- Journeying: Holding or focusing on the bag during meditation or shamanic journeying.
- Protection Rituals: Keeping the bag nearby or within your sacred space for spiritual shielding.
- Seasonal Celebrations: Using the bag during solstices, equinoxes, or harvest festivals to
honor land cycles.
Daily Connection and Reflection
Even outside formal rituals, the Crane Bag can serve as a daily spiritual anchor:
- Carry it with you to maintain a sense of land and spiritual connection.

- Use it as a focus for daily intentions or gratitude practices.
- Place it in a sacred space to boost energy and protection.

Integrating the Crane Bag into Your Spiritual Practice
Developing a Personal Relationship
Building a relationship with your Crane Bag involves:

- Regularly tending to and recharging the items inside.

- Performing small rituals or meditations centered around it.

- Reflecting on the symbols and tokens to deepen your understanding of land and self.

Connecting with Land and Spirit

The Crane Bag acts as a bridge, fostering:
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- Respect for land spirits and ancestors
- Recognition of personal and collective power
- Awareness of the interconnectedness of all life

Ethical Considerations

When creating and using your Crane Bag, it?s important to:

- Respect the cultural origins of the symbols and items used.
- Use sustainably sourced materials and respectful harvesting practices.
- Honor the land and spirits with gratitude and reverence.

Conclusion: Embracing the Spirit of the Crane Bag in Modern Druidry

The Crane Bag, as explored in Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to RI, is more than
a simple pouch; it is a sacred vessel that embodies the deep connection between land, spirit, and
personal power. By crafting, consecrating, and using your own Crane Bag, you participate in a living
tradition that honors ancient wisdom while adapting to contemporary spiritual paths. Whether used
in rituals, meditation, or daily life, the Crane Bag serves as a potent reminder of the sacred
landscape we inhabit and our role as stewards and seekers within it.

Embrace the symbolism and practices outlined in this guide to deepen

Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to Ri offers a comprehensive exploration into one
of Ireland?s most iconic and culturally significant symbols. This book forms part of the widely
respected Pagan Portals series, designed to provide accessible yet profound insights into various
aspects of pagan spirituality, myth, and history. As a Druid?s guide to Ri?the Irish word for ?king? or
?royalty??this volume delves into the layered symbolism, historical context, and spiritual significance
of the crane bag, a powerful emblem rooted deeply in Irish tradition and Druidic practice.

Introduction: Understanding the Significance of the Crane Bag

The pagan portals the crane bag a druid?s guide to ri acts as both an educational resource and a
spiritual guide, illuminating the importance of the crane bag in Irish myth, ritual, and cultural identity.
The crane bag is not just a physical object but a potent symbol of sovereignty, wisdom, and the
divine right of kings. It embodies the connection between the spiritual and earthly realms, serving as
a vessel of power, protection, and ancestral memory.

What Is a Crane Bag? Origins and Historical Context
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The Symbolism of the Crane

The crane, or gruagach in Irish, holds a revered place in Celtic mythology. Its attributes?longevity,
vigilance, grace, and spiritual insight?make it an ideal symbol for kingship and sacred authority. The
crane?s presence in Irish folklore often points to divine protection and the guidance of higher
powers.

The Physical Crane Bag

Historically, the crane bag was a type of satchel or pouch used by Irish chieftains and druids. Made
from animal hide, often decorated with intricate designs, the crane bag was believed to contain
sacred objects, relics, or talismans. It was both a practical item and a spiritual artifact, representing
the authority and divine right of the wearer.

The Mythological Foundations

In Irish mythology, the crane is associated with the otherworld and spiritual messengers. The Crane
Bag is referenced in various legends, symbolizing sovereignty, wisdom, and the mystical connection
between humans and the divine realm. Some stories portray the crane as a guide or guardian,
emphasizing its role in safeguarding sacred knowledge.

The Crane Bag as a Druidic and Spiritual Tool

The Embodiment of Sovereignty and Power

The crane bag is often linked to the concept of ri?the king or ruler?whose authority is rooted not just
in political might but in spiritual legitimacy. The bag serves as a container for sacred objects that
affirm this divine right.

Ritual Significance

In Druidic practice, the crane bag may be used during ceremonies to invoke protection, wisdom, or
guidance. It acts as a focal point for connecting with ancestral spirits or deities associated with
sovereignty and nature.

Symbolic Contents of the Crane Bag

While the exact contents would vary, typical items might include:

- Sacred stones or crystals
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- Talismans or amulets

- Fragments of bone or wood from sacred trees
- Symbols representing the elements or gods

- Ritual tools such as knives or wands

The contents serve as tangible links to the spiritual realm and ancestral lineage, reinforcing the
sacred authority of the individual or community.

The Cultural and Mythic Layers of Ri in Irish Tradition
Ri and the Sacred Kingship
In Irish tradition, the ri was more than a political figure; the king was seen as a divine representative
of the land?s spiritual health. The crane bag, as a symbol of this authority, underscores the
importance of spiritual legitimacy in leadership.
Mythic Figures and the Crane Bag
Several legendary figures are associated with the crane or similar symbols:

- Fionn mac Cumhaill: The legendary hero whose wisdom and leadership are often linked to
sacred symbols.

- The Dagda: A deity associated with druidry, sovereignty, and the earth, sometimes depicted
with symbols akin to the crane.
The Role of Ritual and Ceremony
Ceremonial use of the crane bag would involve invoking its power during pivotal
moments?coronation, warfare, or seasonal festivals?emphasizing the divine right and spiritual
authority of the ruler.
The Crane Bag in Contemporary Druidry and Pagan Practice
Reviving Ancient Symbols
Modern pagans and Druids are increasingly reconnecting with symbols like the crane bag, viewing
them as meaningful representations of sovereignty, wisdom, and sacred authority in their spiritual

journeys.

Creating Your Own Crane Bag
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Many practitioners choose to craft their own crane bags as part of ritual work or personal practice.
Tips for this include:

- Selecting materials that resonate spiritually (e.g., animal hide, natural fibers)
- Embellishing with symbols or runes that align with your intent
- Filling the bag with meaningful objects or tokens

Ritual Use and Personal Empowerment

The crane bag can serve as a personal talisman, a focal point during meditation or ritual, or a
conduit for connecting with ancestral wisdom and divine guidance.

Key Themes and Lessons from Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag

- Sovereignty Is Both Political and Spiritual: The crane bag symbolizes the divine authority that
underpins leadership and community cohesion.

- Symbols Connect Us to Our Ancestors: Carrying or working with the crane bag is a way to
honor and remember ancestral traditions.

- Personal Empowerment Through Sacred Objects: Creating or consecrating your own crane bag
can serve as a tool for spiritual growth and self-awareness.

- Nature and Myth Are Interwoven: The crane embodies natural grace and spiritual insight,
reminding us of our connection to the natural world.

Practical Takeaways for Modern Practitioners

How to Incorporate the Symbol of the Crane Bag into Your Practice:

- Create a Sacred Container: Use a small pouch or bag to hold meaningful objects?crystals,
tokens, or symbols.

- Dedicate It in Ritual: Perform a ritual to consecrate your crane bag, invoking protection and
wisdom.

- Use It as a Meditation Focus: Keep it nearby during meditation to deepen your connection to
sovereignty and spiritual insight.

- Reflect on the Symbolism: Contemplate the qualities of the crane?vigilance, longevity,
grace?and how they relate to your personal journey.

Conclusion: Embracing the Wisdom of the Crane Bag
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Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag ? A Druid?s Guide to Ri invites readers into a rich tapestry of myth,
history, and spirituality centered around this potent symbol. Whether you are a practicing Druid, a
pagan seeker, or someone interested in Irish heritage, understanding the significance of the crane
bag offers a pathway to deeper connection with sovereignty, ancestral wisdom, and the divine.
Embracing these symbols and practices allows us to honor tradition while integrating their timeless
lessons into our modern spiritual lives.

Final thoughts: The crane bag is more than an artifact; it is a living symbol of the sacred authority
that resides within us all. By exploring its history and spiritual significance, we can tap into a
wellspring of wisdom that guides us toward personal sovereignty and harmony with the natural
world.

QuestionAnswer What is 'Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag' about? 'Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag'
is a guide aimed at druids and pagans that explores the symbolism, history, and practical
applications of the crane bag, a traditional Celtic tool used for divination and spiritual insight. Who is
the author of 'The Crane Bag: A Druid's Guide to Rituals and Symbols'? The author of 'The Crane
Bag: A Druid's Guide to Rituals and Symbols' is Philip Carr-Gomm, a renowned druid and scholar of
Celtic spirituality. How does 'The Crane Bag' relate to modern druid practices? "The Crane Bag'
serves as a practical resource that connects ancient Celtic symbolism to contemporary druid rituals,
helping practitioners deepen their spiritual understanding and ritual work. What are the key symbols
discussed in 'Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag'? The book discusses symbols such as the crane, the
bag itself, and other Celtic motifs that represent wisdom, transition, and spiritual insight within druidic
traditions. Is 'The Crane Bag' suitable for beginners in pagan or druid practices? Yes, 'The Crane
Bag' is designed to be accessible for beginners while also offering depth for experienced
practitioners interested in Celtic symbolism and ritual techniques. What practical exercises does
"The Crane Bag' include for spiritual growth? The book includes meditative practices, ritual
suggestions, and ways to incorporate the symbolism of the crane and the bag into daily spiritual
routines. Where can | purchase 'Pagan Portals: The Crane Bag'? You can find 'Pagan Portals: The
Crane Bag' on major online retailers such as Amazon, or through specialized pagan and druid
bookshops.

Related keywords: pagan portals, the crane bag, druid guide, ri, druidry, paganism, spirituality,
ritual tools, nature worship, ancient traditions
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